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APPRECIATION  OF  THE  BIBLE 

"/  rejoice  at  thy  word,  as  one  thatfmdeth  Rreat  spoil." 

— Psalm  cxix.,  162. 

The  name  we  give  to  this  Book  proclaims  at  o-.ce  where  we  place 
it.  "Bible"  means  simply  "book."'  It  is  just  the  Greek  word  for 
"book,"  pronounced  and  spelt  in  English  fashion.  But  we  do  not 
call  this  book  a  Bible;  we  call  it  the  Bible,  the  Book,  as  if  there 
were  no  other  bible  or  book  in  the  world  to  be  mentioned  together 
with  it.  And  this  expresses  what  is  the  fact,  and  what  becomes 
more  and  more  the  fact  every  day,  that  the  Bible  is  the  book  for 
all  time,  for  all  men  and  all  nations,  the  book  which,  by  its  survival 
of  all  others,  proves  itself  to  be  the  fittest.  It  would  be  a  tremen- 
dous statement  to  make,  that  in  essential  alue  to  mankind  the 
Bible  outweighs  all  the  other  literature  of  the  world ;  yet  the  more 
deliberately  one  ponders  the  matter,  the  more  certain  one's  verdict 
becomes.  Yes,  and  many  a  man  who  spends  every  day  more  time 
over  his  newspaper  than  he  gives  in  a  month  to  his  Bible,  would 
endorse  that  verdict.  It  is  not  the  Bible  alone  which  suflfers  this 
fate  at  our  hands.    Lif^  is  full  of  such  ironies. 

Try  to  think  the  Bible  away.  There  is  no  Bible  in  the  church, 
no  Bible  in  the  home,  in  the  school,  in  your  own  life.  There  is  no 
Bible ;  there  never  has  been  a  Bible.  It  is  blotted  out  as  a  factor 
in  human  history.  What  is  the  result?  I  can  form  no  notion  of 
it,  nor  can  you.  Our  powers  of  imagination  are  too  feeble  f^^T 
such  a  task.  The  Bible  has  become  part  of  ourselves  and  of  the 
world  in  which  we  live;  and  we  cannot  think  the  Bible  away,  any 
more  than  we  can     sink  ourselves  back  into  primeval  savager>'. 

I  want,  this  evening,  to  freshen  and  stimulate  our  sense  of 
the  unique  value  of  the  Bible.  And.  to  begin  with.  I  say  that  any- 
one who  can  appreciate  great  and  fine  literature  will  rejoice  at  the 
Bible  as  one  who  findeth  great  spoil.  An  amusing  story  is  told  of 
a  French  infidel  who  found  one  day  in  his  library  a  leaf  of  what 
to  him  was  an  unknown  book.     He  was  a  man  of  fine  taste  and 
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was  captivated  by  the  poetic  beauty  of  the  piece  So  much  en- 
chanted was  he  that  he  read  it  the  same  evening  to  a  circle  of 
literary  friends.  "Who  is  the  author?"  was  asked  eagerly  on  every 
hand.  "A  man  with  a  singular  name— Habakkuk— but  a  French- 
man, I  believe,"  was  the  reply.  Even  in  this  respect  the  Bible  is 
the  first  of  Ixjoks.  It  contains  perfect  examples  of  almost  every 
kind  of  literary  style.  It  is  the  consummation  of  all  literar)'  genius. 
Except  a  few  chapters  of  chronologies  and  genealogies,  there  is 
not  a  dull  page  in  it.  Everywhere  it  is  inst'nct  with  life  and 
awakens  the  deepest  sensibilities  of  the  soul.  Think  of  the  lives 
of  the  patriarchs,  the  histoiies  of  the  kings,  the  symljolism  of  the 
prophets,  the  story  of  Jesus,  His  parables,  the  vivid  images  that 
aie  stamped  on  every  page.  The  Bible  is  the  most  wonderful 
picture  gallery  in  the  world.  You  have  there  the  most  unfor- 
gettable pictures  of  everything  good  and  bad,  wise  and  foolish, 
noble  and  ignoble,  in  human  nature.  An  appreciation  of  the  Bible 
as  literature  does  credit  to  the  reader's  taste  and  intellect,  even 
though  it  should  not  awaken  his  piety. 

Again,  if  we  regard  the  Bible  as  a  human  do'ument,  a  record 
simply  of  human  life  and  experience,  here  also  it  is  the  book  of 
books,  not  only  the  richest  in  content,  but  the  most  real.  The 
Bible  is  great  literature  because  it  is  the  direct  expression  of  great 
experiences.  If  it  makes  us  weep,  it  is  because  it  was  written  with 
tears.  If  it  makes  us  rejoice,  it  is  because  the  men  who  wrote  it 
poured  into  it  a  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  I  it  makes  us 
see  God,  it  is  because  they  endured  as  seeing  'rlim  that  is  invisible. 
In  the  Bible  there  is  nothing  merely  imagined  or  portrayed.  Read 
th  fifty-first  Psalm,  and  what  do  you  find?  Not  an  imagination 
of  what  repentance  ought  to  be,  but  the  utterance  of  one  crushed 
and  humbled  before  God  by  a  passion  of  sorrow  and  pain  which 
melted  the  evil  out  of  his  soul  and  made  him  a  new  creature,  and 
which,  as  we  read  it,  touches  the  same  chords  in  ourselves.  Or 
read  the  eighth  chapter  of  Romans.  Here  again  is  no  description 
of  what  the  triumph  of  faith  ought  to  be,  but  the  record  of  a  real 
triumph,  an  actual  victory  of  the  spirit,  in  which  a  man  like  our- 
selves gloried  in  the  subjugation  of  sin  and  the  world,  and  life 
and  death  and  all  things,  to  that  love  of  God  which  Christ  made 
him  sure  of  as  that  supreme,  eternal  realitv. 

That  is  another  way  in  which  we  must  value  the  Bible.  It  is 
a  history,  a  picture  of  the  soul  of  man,  which  as  such  is  unique 
and  beyond  praise.  As  we  read  it  we  find  that  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun,  and  the  thing  that  is,  is  the  thing  that  has  been 


and  that  will  be  again.    The  Bible  is  a  book  of  like  passioni  w.th 
ourselves.     Everything  human  is  there.     The  human  soul  m  Us 
highest  soarings  and  its  deepest  lapses,  the  conscience  in  its  tr.umph 
and  its  agony,  its  slumber  and  its  awakening;  the  heart  with  all 
its  loves  and  hates,  its  exultations  and  despondences,  the  sceptic- 
ism that  writes  "vanity  of  vanities"  on  all  things  human,  faith  in 
its  glorious  sunlit  certainties,  faith  walking  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Shadow,  fighting  appearances,  fighting  perplexities,  fighting  the 
hobgoblins  of  doubt  and  despair-this  is  the  vineyard  from  which 
the  Bible  gets  the  strong  wine  which  it  stores  up  and  offers  to  the 
generations  of  men.    To  know  the  Bible  is  to  know  hfe.    It  is  to 
know  oneself.    It  meets  us  at  every  turn ;  it  has  a  message,  a  warn- 
ing, an  inspiration,  a  consolation  at  every  step. 

And  then  this  record  of  human  experience,  this  history  of  the 
human  soul,  is  the  tablet  on  which  God  has  written  His  Word, 
the  revelaiion  of  Himself,  in  living  characters  which  men  t  »i 
read.    The  Bible,  we  say.  is  the  Word  of  God.    Wh      lo  we  m««i 
by  that?    Consider  how  marvellous  a  thin,'  the  v    rd  of  m^.t  is 
the  power  of  speech  by  which  this  unseen,  unknown  personality 
which  is  "I"  is  able  to  awaken  in  that  other  unseen,  unknown  per- 
sonality which  is  "you"  the  same  thought  or  emotion  which  started 
from  me.    Arid  whai  power  of  the  soul,  what  passions  of  joy  or 
grief,  love  or  hate,  can  be  sent  forth  fror.  one  mind  and  stored  in 
another  by  means  of  words!     How  the  word  of  ^ne  man  can 
shake  the  minds  of  other  men  with  shame  and  fear,  inspire  them 
with  hope,  implant  in  them  deathless    convictions,    or    command 
them  with  the  force  of  a  will  which  is  law.    And  when  we  say  that 
the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God,  we  mean  that  in  it  God  communi- 
cates Himself  to  men  and  influences  them,  as  we  communicate 
ourselves  to  our  fello»vmen  and  influence  them  by  our  words.    We 
mean,  and  it  is  a  vastly  great  thing  to  man.  that  by  the  Bible  as 
by  no  other  book  we  find  our  consciences,  our  thoughts,  aspirations 
and  needs  brought  into  contact  with  the  Living  God. 

But  we  mean  something  more.  We  mean  that  the  Bible  con- 
tains the  word  God  has  spoken  for  one  definite  purpose— one  only 
—our  salvation.  From  first  to  last  its  aim  is  to  reveal  God  as 
Saviour,  to  make  known  His  character  and  will  as  Saviour,  and 
His  method  of  working  out  our  salvation.  The  Bible  is  not  the 
only  word  of  God.  It  does  not  profess  to  be  the  complete  utterance 
of  all  He  has  to  say  to  men.  In  nature  and  history  it  has  com- 
panion-volumes. And  how  much  misunderstanding,  how  much 
bitter  and  painful  controversy  would  have  been  obviated  if  only 


this  ha<  been  borne  in  mind,  that  the  definite  puqwse  of  the  Bible 
is  our  salvation.  The  question  of  the  inspiration  and  authority  of 
the  Scriptures  has  been  mixed  up  with  matters  that  have  no  more 
to  do  with  salvation  than  the  differential  calculus  or  the  laws  of 
Greek  arguments.  The  authority  of  anything  is  determined  by 
its  punmsc.  If  you  say  that  your  watch  is  an  authority,  you  mean 
;is  a  timekeeper,  not  as  a  compass  or  a  thermometer.  Another 
authority  the  Rible  claims  for  itself  is  this:  The  law  of  the  Lord  is 
perfect,  converting  the  soul.  All  Scripture  inspired  of  God  is 
profitable  for  teaching  (it  teaches  the  things  that  make  wise  unto 
salvation),  for  conviction  (it  quickens  the  conscience  and  makes 
it  sting),  for  correction  (it  sets  right  what  is  wrong),  for  discipline 
in  righteousness  (it  teaches  how  to  live  a  right  life) ;  and  its  pur- 
pose is  this:  "that  the  man  of  God  may  be  complete,  furnished 
rwnipletely  unto  every  good  work."  For  such  a  man  and  such  a 
purpose,  tlie  Bible  is  meat  and  drink,  is  sword  and  shield,  a  light 
for  the  pilgrim's  path  and  a  staff  for  his  journey.  If  we  want  to 
learn  geology,  we  may  go  to  the  rocks;  if  astronomy,  we  may 
study  the  stars;  if  ancient  history,  we  may  decipher  the  monu- 
ments; but  if  we  want  to  know  the  way  of  salvation,  how  to  be 
<lelivere(l  from  the  bondage  of  evil,  and  be  good  men  and  do  good 
wcrks,  and  live  as  the  children  of  God  here,  and  inherit  unlimited 
good  hereafter,  we  go  to  the  Bible.  That  is  what  we  mean  by 
saying  that  the  Bible  is  in  a  unique  sense  the  Word  of  God- 
But  when  we  mean  that,  we  mean  that  the  supreme  and  per- 
manent value  of  the  Bible  is  that  it  is  the  book  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Bible  is  like  the  heavens.  It  has  its  moon  and  stars,  its  depths 
of  ethereal  blue,  its  fleeting  clouds,  its  rainbows  of  hope  and 
promise;  but  in  the  midst  of  them  all  the  sun  flooding  the  whole 
earth  with  radiance  and  warmth,  bringing  light  to  them  than  sit 
in  darkness,  calling  to  all  sleeping  things  to  awake,  to  all  living 
things  to  arise  and  live  more  abundantly.  By  wh<ch  we  know  that 
it  is  no  painted  panorama  we  are  looking  upon,  but  God's  own 
morning,  that  in  this  Bible  the  dayspring  from  on  high  hath  visited 
us.  The  saying  has  been  often  repeated  that  the  Bible,  and  the 
Bible  alone,  is  the  religion  of  Protestants;  but  that  is  only  because 
the  life-centre  of  the  Bible  is  Christ.  Suppose  Christ  were  removed 
out  of  the  Bible,  not  the  name — Messiah,  Jesus,  Son  of  Man — but 
the  Person,  the  Character,  what  value  would  the  Bible  have  for  the 
modem  world?  It  would  be  known  only  to  a  few  students  of 
ancient  religions.  The  vitality,  all  that  gives  spring  and  power  to 
a  living  factor,  would  have  departed  from  it.     The  Bible  is  the 
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Word  of  God  because  it  brings  Chri^'  Everliving  Word,  to 

u>,  and  brings  us  to  Christ.  It  often  i  v,  me  as  an  extraordinary 
fact  that  no  men  who  have  ever  lived  have  performed  for  mankind 
a  service  so  immeasurable  as  the  practically  unknown  men  who 
wrote  the  four  Gospels,  who  bequeathed  to  the  world  that  wonder- 
ful, glowing  picture  '^i  Christ.  It  is  to-day,  it  always  will  be,  the 
most  precious  posst  Mon  of  humanity.  There  is  man  as  he  should 
be,  for  there  is  God  lived  by  man.  There  is  man  as  he  is  destine<l 
yet  to  be,  the  goal  of  our  human  pilgrimage.  There,  in  Christ,  is 
the  reality,  so  simple  and  yet  so  profound  as  to  appeal  alike  U  (he 
most  ignorant  and  the  most  learned,  the  law  of  love,  the  one  law 
of  life  which,  if  observed,  would  make  the  world  g(xxl  and  happy. 
And  there  in  Christ  is  the  indwelling  Divine  power  which  makes 
this    nnrality  not  unattainable  ideal,  but    a    salvatic      which 

brin^  it  within  thv  .ach  of  met.  sunk  in  sin  and  selfishness,  and 
plants  it  in  their  hearts.  Here,  in  Christ,  is  that  revelation  of  God 
which  ever  rnpels  desire  to  look  into.  The  Bit!e  is  the  treasure- 
b'lse  whic;   crshnnes  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

"Christ  is  the  End,  for  Christ  is  the  Beginning; 
Christ  the  Beginning,  for  the  End  is  Christ." 

Why  do  we  believe  that  the  Biole  is  the  Wor  d  of  God  ? 
Ultimately  there  can  be  but  one  reason,  that  in  it  we  find  God 
spaking  to  our  own  souls,  because  it  shines  with  the  knowledge  of 
God,  or,  as  St.  Paul  says  in  one  of  his  strong  metaphors,  it  gives 
forth  the  very  smell,  the  piquant  odor,  of  the  knowledge  of  God. 
There  are  many  strong  confirmatory  reasons.  There  is  the  his- 
tory of  the  book,  its  career  in  the  world.  Other  books  have  a  vogue 
and  are  f  .gotten ;  but  this  old  book  still  gives  us  thoughts  that 
breathe  and  words  that  bum.  It  still  lives  and  brings  forth  fruit 
more  abundantly  than  ever.  Subjected  to  every  kind  of  test  by 
friend  and  foe,  its  light  fades  not,  but  shines  forth  wider,  loftier, 
clearer,  generation  after  generation.  Why  do  I  believe  that  the 
Bible  is  the  Word  of  God?  Because  where  the  Bible  is  read,  and 
in  proportion  as  it  is  read  and  obeyed,  religion,  virtue  and  civiliza- 
tion— all  that  is  fair  and  pure  and  strong — flourishes.  Because  all 
the  other  best  books  in  the  world  derive  their  inspiration  from  it. 
Because,  ii  the  course  of  nineteen  centuries,  no;  a  single  new 
religious  or  .noral  idea  or  impulse,  not  one  of  truth  and  worth,  has 
arisen  but  it  has  sprung  from  a  root  in  the  Bible.  Because  the  man 
has  never  been  bom  who  has  taken  the  Bible  as  his  chart  and  has 
made  shipwreck  of  his  life.     Because  wherever  men  search  after 
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God,  if  haply  they  may  find  H=-^,  they  confess  that  in  this  book 
their  souls  find  satisfaction.  All  these  are  good  and  strong  rea- 
sons ;  but  all  come  back  to  the  one  reason  that  in  the  truth  of  things 
will  serve,  that  in  this  book  our  own  souls  find  God  and  recognize 
His  voice  speaking  out  of  eternity,  and  can  make  our  own  the 
famous  testimony  of  Coleridge,  when  he  said:  "I  have  met  every- 
where more  or  less  copious  sources  of  truth  and  power  and  puri- 
fying impulses.  I  have  found  words  for  my  thoughts,  songs  for 
my  joy,  utterances  for  my  hidden  griefs  and  pleadings  for  my 
shame  and  feebleness;  but  in  the  Bible  there  is  more  that  finds  me, 
and  finds  me  at  greater  depths  of  my  being,  than  in  all  other 
books  put  together." 

Is  not  the  Bible  finding  us  all  to-day  in  the  deep  places  of  our 
being?  In  the  days  of  our  peace  and  prosperity  it  might  seem  as 
if  other  illuminants  would  serve  us;  but  now  it  alone  remains,  a 
light  shining  in  a  dark  place.  Now,  when  all  other  supports  fail 
and  the  props  of  our  civilization  have  proved  rotten,  when  the  very 
foundations  of  the  earth  seem  to  be  out  of  course  and  nothing  we 
may  say  or  do  can  avert  it,  I  do  not  know  how  we  should  fare 
without  the  Bible  and  the  faith  the  Bible  inspires,  where  else  we 
should  find  an  unction  for  our  souls  or  a  ray  of  hope  for  the  world. 
I  do  not  see  how  anyone  can  to-day  believe  in  God  except  by  Jesus 
Christ,  except  as  One  who  is  partaker  in  all  our  human  tragedy, 
afflicted  in  our  afflictions  and  wronged  in  all  our  wrongs,  whose 
love  is  wounded  by  our  sins,  who  Himself  pays  the  price  of  blood 
for  our  redemption;  and  yet  who  is  Absolute  God,  who  sits  on 
high.  King  above  the  waterfloods,  who  holds  in  His  hand  the 
helm  of  every  human  life,  the  helm  of  human  history,  and  whose 
supremacy  excludes  all  fear  that  ultimate  victory  can  ever  rest 
with  evil,  and  assures  us  that  no  purpose  of  love  and  righteousness, 
and  no  sacrifice  made  for  them,  can  fail  to  reach  its  goal.  The 
Bible  inspires  us  with  an  invincible  faith  in  the  force  of  righteous- 
ness, gives  courage  to  our  defenders,  patience  to  the  suffering, 
peace  to  the  dying,  consolation  to  the  bereaved.  It  reveals  to  us  the 
causes  for  which  God  has  suffered  all  this  to  come  upon  us,  calls 
us  to  repentance  and  promises  that  God  will  not  forsake  us,  but 
that  making  us  perfect  by  suffering— the  only  way — His  faithful- 
ness will  shine  out  like  the  innumerable  stars  when  the  drift  of 
the  storm  has  passed  away. 

And  now,  if  the  Bible  is  such  as  I  have  tried  to  describe,  how 
are  we  fulfilling  our  duty  towards  it?  One  of  the  prophets  speaks 
of  a  time  coming  when  the  people  of  Israel  shall  "possess  their 


possession."  Is  not  the  Bible  one  of  our  great  unpossessed  pos- 
sessions? I  confess  that  I  am  much  concerned  about  the  place  of 
the  Bible  in  our  modern  '^fe.  Even  in  our  church  services  the 
reading  and  exposition  of  the  Bible  are  reduced  to  a  poor 
minimum. 

And  as  for  the  religious  education  of  the  young,  while  our 
Sabbath  schools  are  noble  institutions  and  in  proportion  to  their 
opportunities  do  noble  work,  can  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  think  of  the  matter  suppose  that  the  assigning  to  this  purpose 
of  one  half  hour  or  so  each  week  comes  within  sight  of  adequate 
provision?  The  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  the  week-day  educa- 
tion of  our  children  seems  to  me  entirely  lamentable,  and  the  mind 
of  the  Churches,  eagerly  active  about  other  problems  not  half  so 
vital,  seems  strangely  apathetic  towards  this. 

But  wh?t  of  ourselves?  It  would  have  a  wholesome  effect 
were  each  of  us  to  ask  himself:  What  use  do  I  make  of  the 
Bible?  Do  I  share  the  Psalmist's  feeling?  Do  I  rejoice  at  God's 
Word  as  one  that  findeth  great  spoil?  And,  if  I  do.  how  does  that 
feeling  manifest  itself?  What  is  the  value  I  put  on  the  Bible,  as 
measured  by  the  use  I  make  of  it?  I  leave  the  question  with  you, 
asking  you  always  to  remember  the  supreme  purpose  for  which 
the  Bible  is  given  us — not  to  make  us  biblical  or  theological 
experts,  but  to  make  us  believers  in  Christ,  lovers  of  Christ,  and 
imitators  of  Him.  Are  there  any  of  us  who  have  difficulties  about 
the  Bible?  If  there  are,  I  have  this  last  one  word  to  add  for  you: 
Christ  is  first;  the  Bible  next.  Christ  is  the  pearl,  the  Bible  the 
casket.  There  can  be  no  possible  question  as  to  the  rightness  of 
the  life  which  the  Bible  sets  before  us,  and  to  which  it  calls  us  in 
Christ.  Let  all  other  tilings  wait,  except  your  answer  to  that  call. 
You  know — in  your  hearts  you  know  it  well — that  He, 
only  He,  is  the  Lord  of  your  lives,  only  He  the  Way.  the  Truth 
and  the  Life. 
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